Introduction
One possible adaptational response of plants with respect to drought is osmotic adjustment (Kramer, 1980) . At (Seillac, 1960 (Nguyen and Lamant, 1989) , water loss and variation in the K+ content. Fig. 1 a and (Fig. 2) . However, the translocation decreased with water stress, while it was maintained for the Tamjoute population.
Discussion and Conclusion
The examination of variations in the K+ content under water stress showed that the potassium amount per root remained constant for French seedlings, while it increased for Moroccan seedlings, and the evolution of dry matter was similar for both populations. A slightly lower water loss was found for the Tamjoute population (Nguyen and Lamant, 1989) (Nguyen, 1986) showed that the osmotic contribution of K + seemed to be quite significant in the cytoplasmic compartment.
It is interesting to note that the variation in potassium translocation closely parallels the height growth performances of 2 yr old seedlings subjected to different watering conditions (Fig. 3) . The question is raised as to the contribution of a reduced supply of potassium to the lower growth under water stress. Pitman and Cram (1977) found that the rate of K + export from the root to the shoot in barley seedlings was proportional to the relative growth rate.
The control of K+ export to the aerial parts could be localized at 2 boundaries in the root: 1) the ion secretion mechanism into xylem vessels and 2) the net K + uptake from the substrate at the plasmalemma of cortical and endodermal cells. The K+ accumulation with water stress found in Moroccan seedling roots and some preliminary studies tend to favor the second possibility.
